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What the Book of Mormon Is

Abstract: The records of the Nephitc!. Jaredite, and Mulekite
peoples comprise the Book of Mormon, of which Mormon is the
principal editor. Four divisions are evident, namely, the s mall
plates of Nephi, Mormon's explanatory notes, the literary labors of
Mormon, and the litcmry labors of Moroni. The first division, the
small plates of Nephi, is analyzed in this chapter.

In this and the two succeeding chapters we sh311 analyze the
Book of Mormon and find OUI what it is-its construction, the
nature of its books, and the purposes for which it was written.
Considerab le exploratory work has already been acco mplished
toward discovering the nature of the Book of Mormon, but much
still remains to be done. The eyes of trained scholars and spiritual
readers will yet discover for us many things of interest that have
not yet been discerned in this volume.
In its English dress, the Book of Mormon is "translation lite rature" or a collection of scriptures, the greater part of which
stems from people who were descendants of two groups of
Hebrews who left Jerusalem about 600 B.C. , and came to this continent. It records in simple literary forms the relations of God with
these covenant peoples, who were principally descendants of
Abraham through Joseph who was so ld into Egypt. One colony.
composed mainly of peoplc from the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh, departed from Jerusalem in the year 600 B.C. under the
Our Book of Mormon was originally published by Stevens & Wallis vf SaIl
Ulkc Cily ill 1947. Ihell n'l>rinled in 1950 by Bvokcra!I , This was originally
t'fU/pler 4 (Iud appcarl·d 011 pages 39--54,
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leadership of a prophet by the name of Lehi; the other was madf."'.
up of refugees who lef! Jerusalem, presumably about 589 B.c..

when Zedekiah, king of Judah,

wa~

carried away captive into

Babylon. One of these refugees was a son of Zedekiah by Ih€'
name of Mulek, who is not mentioned in the Bible. Tbe other som:
of Zedekiah, it will be remembered, were slain by the Babylonians

(2 Kings 25:7).
After arriving on this continent, the first colony eventually
spl it into two groups: ( 1) the Nephites, named afler Nephi, the son

of Lehi, and (2) the Lamanites, named after Laman. the oldest son
of Lehi. These were cursed with a red ski n.
The members of the second colony. known among us as
Mulekites, were led by the hand of the Lord to this conti nent, but.,
unlike the Nephites, they had no scriptures with them. They
became more numerous than the people of Nephi and were dis·covered eventually by the Nephitcs and united with them so me··
time between 279 B.C. and 130 D.C. (Omni 1:12-23; Mosiah
25:1-4; notice that the King Mosiah mentioned in Omni is the
grandfather of the one in the latter reference).
The Book of Mormon also contains a tran slation of the
severely abridged records of another people called Jaredites, who
left the Tower of Babel at the time the Lord confounded the Ian ··
guage of the people, and under divine guidance carne to this can ··
tinent. The remnants of this people, who became a great nation,
were being destroyed by internecine conflicts and civil wars at, or
shortly before, the lime the Nephites and Mulekites came to this
hemisphere.
II will be observed from what has been said that the Book of
Mormon covers a period of about twenty·seven hundred years:
(I) the history of the Jarcdites from 2300 B. C. [1] to 600 B.C. and
(2) the history of the Nephi tes from 600 B.C. to A.D. 400. We
hasten to add at this poinllhal much of the Nephite scripture can··
siSlS of abridged records, the details of which will be dealt with
presently.
The Book of Mormon-like the Bible in many respects-is a
book of life. It deals with the history of nations over a period of
hundreds of years and therefore contains a great number of vital
experiences, politica l and spiritual, individual and national. social
and eth ical, pleasant and painful. Through and behind these 5ig-
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l1ificant and vital experiences we behold God at work. making
known his character, will, and designs to his earthly children. In
short. we may say that the Book of Mormon is a book of life
because it faithfully records and interprets life situations in the
long history of religious peoples. and simply and effectively presents a revelation of how God works with man.
Why is this volume of scripture called the Book of Mormon?
The answer is simple. It may be deduced from the title page of th e
book. Of this title page Joseph Smith recorded the following:
Said title page is not by any means a modern composition. either of mine or of any other man who has
lived or does live in this generation. Therefore, in order
to correct an error, which generally exists concerning it,
I give below that part of the title-page of the English
version of the Book of Mormon. which is a genuine
and literal translation of the title-page of the original
Book of Mormon as recorded on the plates:

THE BOOK OF MORMON.
An account written by the hand of Mormon, IIpon
P{ate5, taken from the P/(l{es of Nephi,l
Two more paragraphs written by Moroni, Mormon's son,
follow. but we do not need them for our purposes here . It is evi~
dent that a person by the name of Mormon was responsible for
the c hoice of considerable subject matter in the Nephite scripture.
We shall find out presently that other men were responsible for
certain parts of the Book of Mormon also, but that Mormon was
its supreme literary figure, or, shal l we say, editor, Hence the volume is named after him. Moreover. he was the last great commander-in~ c hief of the Nephile armies and an even greater
prophet.

DHC 1:71.

,
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The Structure of the Book of Mormon
In order 10 ex plain the rather com plex Sl ruclUre o f the Book
of Mormon, we shall cast it into fo ur log ica l divisions and the n

proceed 10 analyze each. The fourfo ld divi sion is as follows:
1. The Small Plales of Nephi
These co ntain the independent and unabridged work of nine
writers: Neph i, Jacob, Enos. Jarom, Omni. Amaron. Chcmish,
Ab inadom, and Amaleki. They cover a period of about four hundred and seventy years: from 600 B.C. 10 130 B.C. In the current

edition this part of the Book of Mormon contains a liule mo re
than one hundred and thirty-one printed pages. These plates
pl eased Mormon so much that he included them with the plates
con tai ning hi s abridgment of the large plates of Nephi (Words of
Mormon 1:3- 11 ).
IL Mormon's Explanlllory Notes
These contai n ed itorial remarks by Mormon exp laining his
prev ious work of abridging the large plates of Neph i (Words of
Mormon 1:3), the reason for the presence of the smull plates o f
Nephi among his records (Words of Monnon 1:3-4,6-7. 10-1 1).
his intention to contin ue the abridgment of the large plates of
Nephi (Words of Mormon 1:5, 9), and so me historical data. This
material was written about A.D. 385, a short time before M o rmon 's death in battle, and contain s about two printed pages in the
Current edit io n.
m. The Literary Labors of Mormo"
The literary work of Mormon includes the abridgmen t of the
large plates of Nephi and many commentaries on them, fo llowed
by a short history of his life and times. The greater part of the
Book of Mormon comes under this heading . T hi s division co ntains about three hundred and thirty-eight printed pages.
I V. The UrerOlY Labors of Moroni
Moroni'~, literary accompli shmen ts consist of an addition to
the record of the last days o f the Nephite nation begun by his
father Mormon. an abridgment o f the plates of Elher containing
<In account of the l aredite nation, and. finally . a section conta ining
miscellaneous teachings. letters. and historical items. A tota l of
about fifty printed pages is found in thi s divis ion.
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In the discussions of the first three divisions, reference has
been made cil her 10 the small plates of Nephi or to the large plates
of Nephi. An explanation of these sets of plates is due the reader.
The small plates of Nephi were made by Nephi, the son of Lehi ,
for the special purpose of recording the more spiritual and relig~
iOllS side of Nephile history. The large plates con tained a fuller
account of Ncphite history, particularly secular affairs. Unfortunately, for purposes of identification, both sets of plates were
named after Nephi. The experienced reader of the Book of Mar·
man, howeve r, usually has lillie difficulty in determining which set
of plates is meant in a given cOnlexl.
The Book of Mormon is divided into fifteen pans, all of which
are called books with the exception of one, which, as was indicated
in Division II, is a two-page editorial containing, among other
things. an explanation of how the foregoing smal l plates of Neph i
came into Mormon 's collection and of their relation 10 the
abridgment thH! follows. The fifteen parts of the Book of Mormon
in their respective divisions are shown here:
I. The Small Plates of Nephi
I. First Book of Nephi
2. Second Book of Nephi
3. Book of Jacob
4. Book of Enos
5. Book of Jarom
6. Book of Omni
II. Mormon's Explanatory Notes
7. The Words of Mormon
m. The Literary Labors of Mormon
8. Book of Mosiah
9. Book of Alma
10. Book of Helnman
II. Third Nephi
12. Fourth Nephi
13. Book of Mormon (Mannon 1-7)
IV . The Literary Labors of Moroni
13. Book of Mormon (Mormon 8-9)
14. Book of Ether
15. Book of Moroni

6
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It should be observed Ihat the smal l plates of Nephi with their
six books wou ld not have become an integr.tl part of the Book of
Mormon except for n sirange turn of events when the Pro phe t
Joseph Smith was engaged in the work of tran slati on. He first
translated Mormon's abridgment of the book of Lehi which. in
poinl of time, covered about the same peri od as the small plates
of Nephi (see exp lanati on in the first ed ition of the Book of
Mormon). The one hundred lind sixteen pages of this translat ion,
our rcaders will remember, were finally obtained by Martin Harris
and shown by him 10 his wife and olhers. The manuscript got out
of Harris's possession, which occurrence caused the prophet great
menIal anguish and di stress. The Urim and Thummim were take n
from him, and onl y after much prayer and supplicalion were they
restored by a di vine messenger. Joseph was commanded not to
re tr~lIl s l a te tht~ abridgment wh ich Mormon had made of the book
of Lehi from the large plates of Nephi. In its place the prophet
was instructed to translate the small plates, which would have
greater spiritual value. At the same time Ihis procedure would foil
the enemies of the prophet who had altered the words of the
manuscript (see D&C 10: 10-46).
Lt will be perceived that the Book of Mormon is, in a very real
sense, a library of books. These books were, to be sure, composed
principally by Mormo n and Moroni as abridged work s; nevertheless, behind t:ach abridgment lay a vo luminous source·book in Ihe
large plates of Nephi.
Now, lei tiS examine the books of each of the above divisions
in some detail.

The Small Plates of Nephi
~~ irst

Nephi

The firs t book of Nephi contains twenty-two c hapters. The
attention of the reader is ca lled to the caption and brief su mmary
of contents at the head of Chapter 1:
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THE RRST BOOK OF NEPHI:
HIS REIGN AND MINISTRY
An account of Lehi and his wife Sariah, and his
four sons, being called, (beginning at the eldest)
Laman. Lemuel, Sam. and Nephi. The Lord warns Lehi
to depart out of the land of Jerusalem, because he
prophesieth unto the people concerning their iniquity
and they seek to destroy his life. He taketh three days'
journey into the wilderness with his family. Nephi
takcth his brethrcn and rcturncth to the land of Jerusalem after the record of the Jews. The account of their
sufferings. They take the daughters of Ishmael to wife.
They take their families and depart into the wilderness.
Their sufferings and afflictions in the wilderness. The
course of their travels. They come to the large waters.
Nephi's brethren rebel against him. He confoundeth
them, and buildeth a ship. They call the name of the
place Bountiful. They cross the large waters into the
promised land, and so forth. This is according to the
account of Nephi; or in other words, I. Nephi, wrote this
record.
That part of the caption reading "His Reign and Ministry"
would indicate that Nephi, the author. was a king. This fact, however, is not discovered in Nephi's writings until one reaches I
Nephi 10; I. The brief summary of the contents of the book was
evidently written by Nephi after he had completed the body of the
text. Nephi's habit of writing summaries or useful explanations
may have set the precedent followed by many later Nephite historians. Jacob, Nephi's brother, is the only other historian mentioned in the small plates of Nephi to follow the precedent, but
that is because the other six writers wrote so liule.
What was Nephi's purpose in writing this book? His intent, ao;
the following passage from the book testifies, was primarily spirilUal:

And it maltereth not to me that 1 am particular to
give a full account of all the things of my father, for

8
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they cannot be written upon these plates, for I desire
the room that I may write of the things of God.
For the Ill/ness oj mine intent is thai I may persuade men to come 111110 the God of Abraham, and the
God of Imac. and the God of Jacoh, alld be .mvetl.
Wherefore, the things which are pleasing unto the
world I do not write, but the things which are pleasing
unto God and unto those who are not of the world.
Wherefore. 1 shall give commandment unto my
seed, that they shall not occupy these plates with things
which are not of worth unto the children of me n.
( I Nephi 6:3-6)
Attention ought also to be called to another passage in which
Nephi declares in a somewhat different way hi s purpose in writing
the book. He says:
Nevertheless. I have received a commandment of
the Lord that t should make these plates lsmall plates!.
Ja r the special purpose fhat there should be an account
engraven of ti,e ministry oj my people.
Upon the other plates [large platesJ should be
engraven an account of the reign of the kings, and the
wars and contentions of my people; whereJore these
plmes are for the more part of the ministry; and the
other plates arc for the more part of the reign of kings
and the wars and conte ntions of my people.
Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me to make
these plates for a wise purpose in him, which purpose r
know not. ( I Nephi 9:3- 5; cf. Word s of Mormon 1:37)
We see Ihal Nephi's purpose in wriling was to bring men to
God by telling them the "good news" of the ministry . He also
knew that God wanted him to write on the small plates for a wise
purpose, which was unrevealed at the time. We, of course, know
what the "w ise purpose" was. It was discussed in connection with
the disappearance. from the hands of Martin Harris, of the one
hundred and sixteen pages of translated matter of the book of
Lehi.
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While I Nephi-and 2 Nephi as well- may be called autob iography in the loose sense of the term, it wou ld , perhaps, be better
to call these books "Nephi 's Memoirs" (see I Nephi 10).
The contents of I Nephi may be exami ned according to the
following scheme of analysis:
l. Hi story of the Nephitcs from the lime th ey leave Jerusalem
until they build a ship to leave for the promised land ( I Nephi I~
17).
A. Lehi predicts destructi on of Jerusalem and departs into
the wilderness with his fami ly. His sons Nephi, Sam, Lilman, and
Lemuel return to Jerusalem in order to obtain the brass plates
con taining Hebrew sc riptures. Havi ng obtained them Lehi predicts
their preservatio n (I Nephi 1 ~5).
B. Nephi 's intent in writing his record, He writes what is
pleasin g to God ( I Nephi 6).
C. Lehi' s sons again return to Jerusalem und bring back
Ishmael and hi s family. Nephi 's brethren rebe l agai nst him.
Lehi's dream of the tree, the river, and the iron rod .
D. Nephi descri bes two sets of records, both of which are
named after him. One set deals with the min istry, the other with
secular hi story ( I Nephi 9).
E. Prophec ies and sp iritual experi ences of Lehi and
Nephi. The Babylon ian capti vi ty, lsrael's dispersion and gathering, the Spirit of the Lord. the Savior and his ministry, the vis ion
of the promi sed land , the Savior's eventual appearance to the
Nephiles, final downfall of the Nephites, the Gentile nations, the
great and abominable church , the Bible and Book of Mormon, the
mi ssion of John the Revelator. Nephi interprets his father 'S dream
( 1 Neph; 11'-15).

F. Lehi 's sons marry daughters of Ishmael. Journey in
wi lderness continued with aid of miraculous director (L iah ona).
Ishmael 's death. The Nephites reach the seas hore. The Lord command s Nephi to build a ship . Nephi 's brothers oppose him but ate
confounded ( I Nephi 16~ 17 ).
11 . The Nephites sail for the promised land . Nephi 's records.
prophecies, and teachings ( I Nephi 18- 22).
A. Difficulties during voyage to promi sed land. The arri\'al. The record of Nephi. Prophecies of Zenock and Zenos
quoted. Writ ings in book of Moses ( I Neph i 18-19).
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B. Nephi quotes Isaiah 48--49 and expounds them
(I Neph; 21>-22).
The spiritual core of I Nephi will be found in 1 Nephi 10-15.
The Quistand ing character in the book is, of course, Nephi . His
father is a great man, but in the midst of affliction Lehi fails to
meet the test his son passes (I Nephi 16:20--25), The hi gh spiriluality, zeal, and courage of Nephi as a young man win our admiralion and affection. His brothers Laman and Lemuel, on the other
hand , are rebellious, materialistic, and selfish. They typify the
thorn in the flesh which characterized the role of their descendants
for the Nephi:te nation in later times.

Second

N~~phi

Second Nephi contains thirty-three chapters; its total lext
however, on ly about eight printed pages greater than that
I Nephi. Nephi also wrote a summary at the head of the book
in his earlier record, except that it was much shorter. The text
the summary follows:

is.
of
as
of

An account of the death of Lehi. Nephi's brethren
rebel against him. The Lord warns Nephi to depart into
the wilderness. His journeyings in the wi lderness , and
so forth.
Second Nephi may be logically divided into three parts, as the
following analysis shows:
l. Teachings, blessings. and death of Lehi. The eventual
separation of his family (2 Nephi 1~5).
A. Lehi speaks of the land of promise and of Jerusalem's
destruction. His final blessings on his sons and grandchildren. The
psalm of Nephi (2 Nephi 1-4).
B. Nephi leads Zoram, Sam. Jacob. Joseph, and friends
away from his older brethren. He manufactures weapons and
leaches his people how to construct buildings and work with metals. A temple completed. Nephi appointed king over his people.
Lamanites cursed with dark skin. Priests and teachers consecrated
(2 Neph; 5).
II. The teachings of Nephi's brother Jacob (2 Nephi 6-10).

JJ
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A. Jacob exhorts his people and cites prophecies of Isaiah
(2 Nephi 6) .
B. A quotation of Isaiah 50-51 (2 Nephi 7-8).
C. Atonement and sufferings of the Savior foreseen.
Where no law is given there is no punishment. The results of sin.
The coming ()f Christ. The gathering of Israel. The land of promise to have no kings. Those who fight against Zion shall perish
(2 Nephi 9-1 0).
III. Nephi's quotations from Isaiah, together with commentaries and teac hings based largely on that prophet (2 Nephi 1-33).
A. Nephi delights in words of Isaiah . Law of Moses to
prove to his people the coming of Christ. Jacob a witness of the
Redeemer (2 Nephi 11 ).
B. Nephi quotes Isaiah 2-4 (2 Nephi 12-4).
C. Nephi's comments on Isaiah. The di spersion and
gathering of Israel, the time of the Messiah 's advent, the coming
of Christ to the Nephites, the final destruction of the Nephites, the
days of the Gentiles. A quotation from Isaiah 29 concerning predicted coming forth of Book of Mormon. Lauer-day churches,
misleading precepts of men, Ihe Gentiles and the Bible, the gathering in one of God's word. Converted Gentiles to be numbered
with God's people. Lamanites and Jews eventually to believe in
Gospel (2 Nephi 25-30).
D. Nephi teaches concerning the Savior's baptism, the
straight and narrow way, of angels, the Holy Ghost. His parting
testimony to all men (2 Nephi 3 1-33).
What was Neph i's purpose in writing his second book? We
Illay be sure that it was sillli lar to thai expressed in 1 Nephi:
And I engraved that which is pleasing unto God.
And if my people are pleased with the things of God
they will be pleased with mine engravings whic.h are
upon these plates. (2 Nephi 5:32)
Our understanding of Nephi 's purposes
what broadened by the following words:

111

writing

IS

so me-

As the Lord God li veth, there is none other nallle given
under heaven save il be this Jesus Christ, of which I
have spoken, whereby man can be saved.
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Whe refore, for this cause hath the Lord God promised unto me that these things which I write shall be
kept and preserved. and handed down unto my seed,
from ge,neralion to generation, that the promise may be
fulfilled unto Joseph [who was sold into Egypt], that his
seed should never perish as long as the earth should
stand.

Wherefore. these things shall go from generation to
generati,on as long as the earth shall stand; and they
shall go according to the will and pleasure of God .
(2 Nephi 25:20- 22)
Observe also these words of Nephi in his concluding chapter:
And now, my beloved brethren, and also Jew, and
all yc ends of the earth, hearke n unto these words and
believe in Christ; and if ye believe not in these words
believe in Christ. And if ye shall believe in Christ ye
will believe in these words, for they are the words of
Christ, and he hath given them unto me; and they teach
all men that they should do good. (2 Ne phi 33:10)
The careful reader of 2 Nephi will be pleased with Nephi 's
regard for the teaching and testimony of his younger brother
Jacob, who was al so a witness of the Redeemer (2 Nephi 11 :3) . Of
the thiny - thH~e chapters in the book, five are devoted to Jacob 's
teaching and his quotations from the book of Isaiah.
The tone of 2 Nephi is very spiritual. The general public
understands very little about its quotations from Isaiah, but the
commentaries, of both Jacob and Nephi help us to understand
their spiritual significa nce . Nephi 's prophecies concerning the
latter days , a.s. well as his other teachings, are of unusual interest
and benefit to us at the prese nt time (2 Nephi 25- 32). We ca ll the
reader's attention to the forceful manner in which Nephi affirms
the truth of hi.s writings in 2 Nephi 33.

Jacob
The book of Jacob is the third largest in lh e small plates of
Nep hi . cOnlaining seven chapters. The su mmary or supersc ription
at the head of the book was probably written by Jacob and reads:
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The words of his preaching Uni O his brethren. He
confou ndeth a man who see ket h to overthrow the d oc~
trine of Christ. A few words concerning the history of
the peo ple of Nephi.
Jacob speaks of the plates upon which he wrote in terms of his
own name, as the foll owing words testify :
These plates are ca lled the plates of Jacob, and they
were made by the hand of Neph i. (Jacob 3: 14)
The summary of his book is not sufficiently detailed to give
us a good idea of the content of the record. For that reason we
shilll analyze the book UI greater length . Because of the mi sce lla~
neOll s nature of its teachings it is somewhat difficult to di scover
logica l di vision points, but perhaps the following scheme will
prove useful :
I. Transfer of sacred records, death of Nephi , and teac hings
of Jacob (Jacob 1-4).
A. Nephi transfers sacred records 10 his brother Jacob.
Nephi anoints a man to be king. Love of people for Nephi. Jacob
and Joseph consecrated priest and teachers. Death of Neph i (Jacob
1).
B. Jacob's denunciat ion of unchastity. Plural wives for~
bidden to Nephites. Condemns unri ghteou s treatment of wives and
child ren. Larnaniles co mmended for fid elity 10 marriage vows.
Law of Moses points people to Christ. Hi s rejection by Jews fore·
see n (Jacob 2-4).
II , Jacob quotes and interprets writings of prophet Zenos
(Jacob 5~6).
A. Zenos's allegory qlloted. Israel compared to tame
oli ve tree. Ge ntiles likened to branches of wi ld olive tree (Jacob
5).
B. Jacob ex pounds in part [he allegory of Zenos. Prunin g
of the vineya rd . A warning (J acob 6).
III.
A Ne phite dissenter. Plates delivered to another (Jacob 7).
A. Shercm, an apostate, teaches fa lse doctri ne (J acob 7: 14).
B. Sherem attempts to shake Jacob's faith. Di spleasure o f
God manifested. Reformation among Nephites (Jacob 7:5-23).

14

JOURNAL OF BOOK OF MORMON STUDIES 4/1 (SPRING 1995)

C. Nephites attempt 10 reclaim Lamanites but to no avail.
Recourse to armies and fortifications. Jacob delivers records to his
son Enos (Jacob 7:24-27).
The book of Jacob is notable for its defense of the home and
family. in Jacob 2-3 we find one of the finest vindications of the
sacredness of marriage lies in all scripture. Jacob is a great c hampion of woman. He may be compared with Malachi in this respect.
Only the words of the Savior are more impressive in placing
woman in her rightful place in the eyes of God and man.
The reader will notice Jacob's parting words, "Brethren,
adieu." Thi s is La be con trasted with Nephi's "A men" at the end
of each of his books. The solemn and sincere nature of Jacob may
be judged from the following:

And it came to pass that I, Jacob, began to be old;
ana the record of this people being kept on {he other
plates ()f Nephi, wherefore, I conclude Ihis record,
declaring that [ have written according to the best of
my knowledge, by saying that the lime passed away
with l tS, and al so our li ves passed away like as it were
unto us a drea m, we being a lonesome and solemn
people, wanderers, cast out from Jerusalem, born in
tribulation, in a wilderness, and hated of our brethren ,
which c aused wars and contentions; wherefore, we did
mourn out our days. (Jacob 7:26)
That Jacob's intent in writing was similar to Nephi's may be
deduced from Jacob 1:2-8.

Enos, Jarom, Omni
Each of the remam mg books in the small plates of Nephi
con tains on ly one chapter. The book of Enos was written by a
single person by that name. The same may be said of the book of
Jarom. However, the concluding book of Omni is the producti o n
of five writers : O mni, Amaron, Chemish, Abinadom, and Amaleki .
The first four wrote a total of eleven verses; Amaleki wa<; responsible for the remaining nineteen verses. We have called attention to
the fact that none of these three books contains a summary of
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conten ts at its head as do the books written by Nephi and Jacob.
The brevity of the records accounts for this lack.
The book of Enos, despite its small size. is one of the most
interesting books in the Nephite record. In the first eighteen verses
we find Enos's description of hi s great soul 's hun ge r to find God
and \0 receive a remission of sins. Moreover, he desired a promi se
from the Almighty that he would preserve the Nephite scriplUres
in t he event his peop le fell into transgression. We may ca ll his
accoun t "Enos ' s wrestle before God." II is one of the finest
description s of personal religion in scripture. When 01] a hunt he
knelt in prayer:
And my soul hungered; and I kneeled down be fore
my Maker, and 1 cried unto him in mi ghty prayer and
supplicatio n for mine own sou l; and all the day lon g
did I cry unto him ; yea, and when the nig ht came I did
st ill raise my voice high that it reached the heavens.
And there came a voice unto me. say ing: Enos. th y
si ns are forgiven thee, and thou s halt be blessed.
And I, Enos, knew that God could not lie; wherefore, my guilt was swept away.
And I said: Lord, how is it done?
And he said unto me: Because of thy faith in C hrist,
whom thou hast never before heard nor seen. And
many years pass away before he shall manifest himself
in the fl,esh; wherefore, go to, thy faith hath made thee
whole . fEnos 1:4---8)
Enos rece·ived promises from God to the effect that if his people fell into tr.ansgression and the Larnanites were spared, the latter
would even tua lly come to a knowledge of the sacred records of
the Nephites. The remainder of the book tells of hi s efforts in
prophesying among the people, of the wickedness of Nephites and
La man ites alike, and, finally, of his testimony that he should find
rest with the Redeemer in the mansio ns of hi s Father. Enos died in
about 420 B.C.
The book of Jarom is the shortest book in the Nephile record,
containing on ly fifteen verses. Jarorn, the son of Enos, deals with
the shortcomings of the Nephites, th eir observance of the law of
Moses, their skill and fine workmanship in wood and metals, and
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the diligence of their prophets, priests, and teachers . A reference
to the murderous Lamaniles is also made. The last date indicated
in Ihis record is 36 1 B.C. This book contains some writing of considerable value to the student, but does not have the high personal
religious interest one finds in the book of Enos.
The book of Omni is named after the first of its fi vc writers.
Omni speaks of himself as a "wicked man ," who had nOI kept the
sl.Hutcs and commandments of the Lord as he ought 10 have done .
He a lso speaks of war and bloodshed, because of various clashes
wilh the Lamanites during his lifetime. He delivered the sacred
records into the hands of his son Amaron about 3 17 B.C. Apparent ly Amaran wrole the five verses credited to him on the very
day. some th ,irty-c ight years later, that he delivered the plates to his
brother Chemish. Amaron says little of importance except that the
more wicked Nephites had been destroyed in accordance with
Lehi's dicturn: " Inasmuch as ye will nOI keep my commandments
ye shall not prosper in the land" (see Omn; 1:6; c f. 2 Nephi
1:20). Chcmish wrote one verse only and transmitted the plales to
Abinlldom, \vho wrote two verses. He lell s of contention between
the Nephites and Lamanites. and of the fact Ihat he knows o f no
additional revelation or prophecy to be written. Amaleki. the son
of Abinadom. writes of several inleresting and important events in
the remainder of the book. First of all. he tclls of the elder Mosiah,
who was warned of the Lord 10 flee into {he wilderness with as
many others as would hearken to him. They were led by
revelation and finally discovered the Mulekites, who were ca lled
the people of Zaraheml a. The tWO peoples united together under
Mosiah, who was made their king. Secondly, Mosiah translated
writings found on a large stone which was brought to him. I
believe that Mos iah did this by means of the Urim and Thummim
or "interpreters" in his possession. The engravings on the IItone
told of on::: CorianlUmr and the slain of his people. He had been
discovered by the Mulekites and Jived with them for the "space of
nine moons." Book of Mormon students will recognize Coriantumr as the last king of the Jaredite people, who were destroyed
th rough grea.t c ivil wars (see Ether 15).
The third important matter of history told us by Amaleki concerns a grou,p of people under the leadership o f a stubborn man
who led them into the wi lderness in an endeavor to find the land
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of Nephi from whence Mosiah had fled. Strife arose, and all but
fifty were s]ajJn. An expedition led by another man departed into
the wildernes.s to pursue the search for the ancestral lands (Omni
1:27- 29). Amaleki had a brother among these adventurers and
writes that he never heard of him again. In the book of Mosiah
(Mosiah 9- 22) we learn in greater detail of these people and are
there told that the name of their leader was Zeniff. Since Amaleki
had no descendants, he left the sacred records in the hands of
King Benjamin, the son of Mosiah.
In the last verse of the book of Omni, Amaleki tells us that the
small plates were filled:
And] am about 10 lie down in my grave; and these
plates are full. And I make an end of my speaking.
(Omni 1:30)
One is impressed by the great differences in personality and
character of the various writers in the small plates of Nephi. The
piety and highly religious character of Nephi is an interesting
contrast to that of the rather rough and ready but light-lipped
Omni.

